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plants the communists took over, along with those
which were Russian-owned, during the revolution.

Although Russia was not industrially developed
to the extent of the more progressive western na-
tions, she did have many modern, up-to-date fac-
tories, and to run these plants she had a group of
very highly skilled technicians and engineers. They
were not great in numbers, but in skill and intelli-
gence they were second to none. The communists,
however, in their earlier anxiety to eliminate any-
thing even remotely resembling the capitalistic
system, shot or exiled many of these technical ex-
perts on the slightest provocation; and the ones that
remained were not allowed to run the plants.

Management of all plants was turned over to
professional communists and party members. There
was no discipline in the plants, as the worker was
responsible to no one. If there was any misunder-
standing between the worker and the technical staff,
the worker was always right and the technical staff
wrong. The only way in which a worker could be
discharged, regardless of his faults or inefficiency,
was by a vote of all the workers in the plant, and
even this was resorted to only after his misde-
meanor had been repeated three times.

When the Communist Party overthrew the Ker*